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Minutes of a Mattishall Parish Council meeting 
Held at Mattishall Memorial Hall  
Monday 6 June 2016 at 7.00 pm 

 
Parish Councillors present: Richard Norton (Chairman), Robert Bridge, Liz Hunton, John Rockliff and 
Richard Turner.  Also in attendance: District Councillors Paul Claussen and Pablo Dimoglou, Parish 
Clerk Luisa Cantera, and one member of the public.  
  
1. Apologies for absence 
 
1.1 Apologies were received from Parish Councillors Janice Smith and Michael Nunn. 

 
2. Members’ declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
 
2.1 No declarations of interest were made. 
 
3. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 3 May 2016 

 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting were signed by the Chairman as a correct record without 

amendment.  
 

4. Progress on items not on the agenda from the above meeting  
 

4.1 The Clerk’s report was noted and some of the key points were summarised.  
 

5. Open forum for public participation 
 

5.1 Mr Claussen reported that the planning application for 65 homes on land south of Dereham Road 
is still live.  
 

5.2 A member of the public spoke of his mixed feelings about the Poplar Farm planning application. 
 

6. Progress update from the Play Area Committee 
 

6.1 Mr Rockliff reported that planning permission has been granted for the proposed play area on the 
old school site, subject to conditions.  A fund-raising event will be held on 2 July to raise further 
funds for the project.   
 

7. Planning matters 
 
7.1 Progress update from the Neighbourhood Planning Working Group 

The group is currently drafting the Neighbourhood Plan.  There will be a six-week consultation 
beginning 25 July.  Mr Mileham is now the Neighbourhood Planning contact at Breckland 
Council. 
 

7.2 Results of applications  
3PL/2016/0196/CU – South Green Park Ltd, South Green – Change of use of building 3 to 
B1/D1/D2: Planning permission granted. 
 
3PL/2016/0208/F – Mattishall Parish Council – Change of use from Amenity Land to create a 
children’s play area and adult exercise area: Planning permission granted. 
 
3PL/2016/0247/O – Walnut Cottage, South Green – New dwelling and revision to existing car 
parking (revised scheme): Outline planning permission granted. 
 
3PL/2016/0267/HOU – 6 Ivy Way – Proposed extension and garage conversion – Planning 
permission granted. 
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7.3 Planning correspondence  
Mattishall Neighbourhood Planning Working Group: Response to Poplar Farm planning 
application using the draft policies in the Neighbourhood Plan – This document is referred to in 
item 7.4. 
 

7.4 New applications – comments to be sent to Breckland Council 
3PL/2016/0567/HOU – Mr Paul Hicks, 4 Parkers Road – Proposed demolition of existing single 
storey extension and conservatory erection of two storey extension with single storey addition to 
rear: No objection. 
 
3PL/2016/0395/O – Mr Edward Bales, Poplar Farm, South Green – Erection of 15 market homes 
(including one existing farmhouse) and 8 affordable dwellings, access road and driveways and a 
public footpath link to the sports ground – The Parish Council thinks this is a reasonable 
development and overall has no objection.  The Parish Council is submitting a document 
prepared by the Neighbourhood Planning Working Group and hopes the applicant will take these 
comments into consideration when full permission is applied for. 
 

8. Update from the Barlow Charity 
 

8.1 The trustees met with residents of Old School Green in late May to discuss an increase in 
ground rent.  The charity is planning to paint the exterior of the houses next year.  The accounts 
will be independently examined during June.  The trustees are drafting a lease for the play area. 
 

9. Updates from individual Council members (for information only) 
 

9.1 No updates were given.   
 

10. Play Area  
 

10.1 It was not possible to discuss the annual inspection report as the inspector had not been able to 
inspect the play area during May.  He will visit in June. Discussion of the annual report, future 
plans for the play area and painting of the equipment will take place at the July meeting. 
 

11. Plans for landscaping the Village Green 
 

11.1 The Clerk presented a sketch plan for the landscaping project.  Councillors discussed the options 
and were undecided about whether to have a physical barrier between the pavement/road and 
the green.  The Council resolved to ask the Clerk to obtain quotations based on the sketch plan 
asking for contractors to quote for fencing/hedging as an additional item. 
 

12. Update on the co-option of two councillors to fill vacancies 
 

12.1 The Clerk asked for ideas on how to find new councillors to join the Parish Council.  An article 
will be included in the next newsletter to the village.  The Clerk was asked to find out if All Saints 
Church will add an article in their next newsletter.  
 

13. Finances 
 

13.1 Internal auditor’s report for 2015-16 
The Chairman read out the report.  A copy can be found on the Council’s website. 
 

13.2 Approval of the Annual Governance Statement in the 2015-16 Annual Return 
The Chairman read out all of the statements in the Annual Governance section of the Annual 
Return requiring Councillors to respond to each statement.  The Council resolved to approve the 
Annual Governance Statement. 
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13.3 Approval of the Statement of Accounts in the 2015-16 Annual Return 
The Chairman read out the figures in the Accounting Statement.  It was resolved by the Council 
to approve the Annual Return’s Accounting Statement.  The Chairman and the Clerk/RFO signed 
the Annual Return on behalf of the Council. 
 

13.4 Donation request towards the ‘Groove on the Green’ event on 2 July 
 Mrs O’Connor requested a donation towards the forthcoming event, which aims to raise funds for 

the new play area.  The Council resolved to pay up to £150 towards purchases for the Groove on 
the Green event.   
 

13.5 Payment of accounts – The Council resolved to approve the following payments: 
 
Mr D Jenkins Handyman payment for May and expenses 342.08 

 
Mr G Lake 
 

Grass cutting for May 140.00 

S & C Moore Farming Ltd 
 

Internal audit fee* 109.20 

SSE Southern Electric 
 

Electricity usage at Village Green (quarterly bill)* 27.16 

Clerk:  
 

May net pay** 
Payment to HM Revenue & Customs for tax and NI** 
Norfolk Pension Fund, PC contributions for May** 
Telephone* 
Printer cartridge* 
New email address for Clerk* 
New domain name for website for 3 years* 
Mileage during May 
Bird spikes for play area 

885.24 
79.27 

258.83 
13.00 

129.15 
40.83 
32.40 
17.10 
29.99 

 
Total payments for approval  
* VAT is reclaimable    ** paid on 31 May  

£2,104.25 

 
14. Correspondence 

 
14.1 The correspondence was available for councillors to read.  

 
15. Review of spaces at the Cemetery 

 
15.1 Mr Rockliff asked if the Council has a plan for future burial space after the Cemetery is full.  Mr 

Norton agreed to review the records and provide further information for discussion at the next 
meeting. 
 

16. Items for press release 
 

16.1 The Clerk will write about Parish Councillor vacancies in the next newsletter. 
 

17. Date of the July meeting (a change to the advertised date of 4 July) 
 

17.1 It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 July 2016 starting at 7.30 pm. 
 

18. Items for the next meeting agenda  
 

18.1 No items were raised. 
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19. Resolution (under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) to exclude 
members of the public and press for the following confidential item: To consider 
quotations received for landsaping/clearance of the Old School site in preparation of the 
new play area 
 

19.1 The Clerk explained that Mr Lake had chosen to decline the contract offered in May.  She 
requested quotations from four contractors and three responded.  The Council resolved to award 
the contract to Lamberts Gardening Services.   
 
The next Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 12 July 2016 at 7.30 pm, Mattishall Memorial 
Hall.   

 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm.   


