
September 2018

Clerk’s report 
Mattishall Parish Council 

 

The roses in the Cemetery this Summer have been beautiful  
and they are still flowering!  
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September 2018

Clerk's report 
The items below relate to actions/resolutions from the 3 September meeting: 

Item 3: Approved minutes of the July meeting and draft minutes of the September 
meeting - These have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website. 

Item 6.2: New planning applications discussed - Parish Council comments have been 
provided on Breckland Council’s planning pages. 

Item 9.1: Location for WWI commemorative plaque - The Highways Engineer has visited 
the proposed site at the crossroads and has asked that the plaque is placed well behind 
the highway posts, which is farmland.  The landowner has been approached and a reply is 
expected shortly.  

Item 11: Ideas on how to recruit a new councillor to fill the final vacancy - Details of the 
vacancy featured in an article in the village newsletter and new posters have been posted 
on the parish council noticeboards. 

Item 12.2:  Equipment for the youth club - A list has been drawn up following feedback 
from the youth club staff and children.  The youth club organisers would like a small fund 
to allow them to purchase ingredients for cooking/making smoothies and art materials.  
The equipment can be purchased once the decision on the venue is made.  There are not 
sufficient funds to purchase the games consul along with TV screen, games and 
controllers.  This issue can be discussed on Monday. 

Item 13.2: Monthly payment of accounts - All payments have been made, including the 
grant to Mattishall PCC. 

Item 14: Working group for tree lighting event - The group met in late September and will 
report progress at the October meeting. 

Item 15.1: Appointments to the Mattishall & Burgh Charity - The two appointments have 
been communicated to the charity. 

Items requiring explanation on the 1 October agenda 

Item 10: How to help the Community Car Scheme, which is threatened with closure 
due to lack of volunteer drivers - Several drivers have either reduced their hours or 
left recently and the organiser would like to find replacement drivers.  Drivers 
receive 45 pence per mile to take villagers to medical-related appointments.  
Drivers can give as little as half a day a week.  The organiser is unable to attend 
Monday’s meeting but is willing to discuss further detail by phone. 
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Item 11: Remembrance Day commemorations - The working group, who met with 
the church in September, will lead discussion at the meeting. 

Item 13: Removal of plants at the village green frontage and replace with grass - Dr 
Piper, Mr Rockliff and Mr Loades (a volunteer) weeded the village green this week 
paying particular attention to the front of the green, which is always dry and 
difficult to weed.  They would like to propose that the plants on the frontage are 
moved to other bedding areas on the green and this section is seeded with grass 
seed.  The best time to do this will be Spring 2019. 

Additional items for information                                                                                               

Cemetery, Allotments and Village Green - Some of the hedge work has been 
carried out.  The contractor is returning soon to cut the village green hedge 
shorter.  Topsoil has been delivered (thanks to help from Dr Piper and the 
handyman) so that newer graves can be topped up with good soil and seeded.  

Finances - The second precept instalment was received in September.  The annual 
return has been reviewed by the external auditor and no issues have been raised.   

Footpaths - A knowledgeable footpath walker asked for marker posts to be 
installed in various village locations and these have been reported to Norfolk 
County Council Highways. 

Handyman - He continues to inspect the play area and defibrillator, litter pick and 
generally keep the village tidy.  He has been pollarding the limes in the cemetery 
during September. 

Highways - A meeting was held with the highway engineer in late September.  
Issues included siting of the WWI airfield plaque, Mattishall Lane’s passing places, 
silt in roads, SAM2 in a 40 mph area and the usual potholes. 

Play area - The contractor is due to deal with the contractor side gate shortly; this 
does not affect visitors to the play area.  There are no other issues. 

Village Green - It has been suggested by the team who weed at the green that it 
would be a better arrangement to have the main gardening work carried out by a 
contractor and they will help with the weeding at peak growing periods.  The Clerk 
will talk with the handyman regarding possible additional hours and will make a 
proposal to the council at the November meeting. 

Diary dates                                                                                              

Sunday 11 November from 10.30 am on the Village Green - Remembrance Day 
service 

Sunday 2 December, 4 pm on the Village Green - Christmas Tree Lighting event
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