
Meeting Minutes 
Mattishall Parish Council  
Monday 4 September 2017 at 7pm, Memorial Hall 

Parish Councillors present: Hannah Farrier-Dutton, Michael Nunn, David Piper, John Rockliff, 
Janice Smith (Vice-Chairman) and Richard Turner.  Also in attendance: Luisa Cantera (Parish 
Clerk), District Councillors, Paul Claussen and Pablo Dimoglou, PCSO Daren Smith, and 10 
members of the public.   

Mrs Smith took the Chair in Mr Norton’s absence. 

1 Apologies for absence 

 Apologies were received and accepted from Parish Councillors, Liz Hunton, Robert  
 Bridge and Richard Norton (Chairman).  
 
2 Members’ declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

3 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 31 July 2017 

 The minutes of the meeting were signed by the Acting Chairman as a correct record  
 without amendment.  

4 Progress on items not on the agenda from the above meeting  
  

The Clerk gave a summary of her report.  It is available to read on the website. 

5 Open forum for public participation 
  
 Several members of the public spoke at some length regarding anti-social behaviour in 
 the centre of the village.  The spokesperson highlighted their main concerns since the  
 play area had  opened in late July.  The PCSO spoke to those present to reassure them 
 that they were aware of the issues, to continue reporting them to the Police using 101  
 and to liaise with the Breckland Council intervention officer.  

 Mrs Smith gave details of the next Safer Neighbourhood Action Panel meeting being  
 held on 27 September at 7 pm at Breckland Council. 

 9 members of the public and the PCSO left the meeting. 
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 A member of the public spoke to object to the planning application under   
 consideration at item 6.2. 

6 Planning matters 

6.1 Results of applications  
 There were no results to report. 

6.2 New applications – comments to be sent to Breckland Council 
3PL/2017/0968/HOU - Mr & Mrs S Beesley, Brick Kiln Farm, Welborne Common - New 
3-bay open fronted garage, incorporating store room for ASHP equipment with 
children’s play room over, PV panels on roof: Breckland Council gave planning 
permission on the basis of an agricultural dwelling.  However, planning for the existing 
dwelling does not correspond with the one presented now.  The council is not in favour 
of amendments because it would cause a very large development for the size of plot.  
The second floor of the existing dwelling is not shown on the plan.  It is not clear which 
part of the application is retrospective. 

6.3 Neighbourhood Plan referendum update 
 The referendum will take place on 28 September.  Voting cards are being delivered 

shortly.  Mr Nunn and Mr Turner are organising the advertising, including ordering 
banners. 

6.4 Breckland Local Plan 
 It was felt that there was not sufficient time to discuss this item in full.  It was agreed 

that Mr Turner will draft a response and email to councillors for comment as the 
deadline is before the next council meeting. 

7 Updates from individual council members 

7.1  Update on the A47 dualling 
Mr Nunn reported that Highways England announced option 2 with some elements of 
other options for the A47 dualling project between North Tuddenham and 
Honingham.  The working group made up of neighbouring parishes were impressed 
that Highways England had taken on comments from the consultations.  The working 
group is now considering the options for road junctions.  Mr Nunn and Dr Piper will 
attend the next meeting on 21 September and report back at the next parish council 
meeting. 

7.2  Update on the Neighbourhood Watch scheme 
 Mr Turner commented that no-one from the village (other than two members of the  
 parish council) had signed up to the Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  He will continue  
 to monitor the take-up.  Mrs Smith suggested that Mr Turner contacts the local   
 coordinator, Terry Burrell. 
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7.3 Update on the Cemetery maintenance 
Mrs Smith asked for the base around the rose trees to be trimmed.  The Clerk was 
asked to find out if the tree in the memorial garden could be crowned as the branches 
are very low. 

8 Play Area Project 

8.1 Update 
The Clerk provided a brief update.  Inspection training took place in late July and 
several councillors and the Clerk attended.  A bag of spares and other small 
equipment needed for inspectors was passed to the September inspector.  One piece 
of gym equipment is noisy when in use and is awaiting attention from the contractor.  
Playdale has been asked to tighten the springs on the gates.  The two litter bins are 
small so it was suggested that a larger bin is purchased for the play area as there are 
still available funds.  

8.2 Update on the Play Area finances 
 The Clerk explained that there are some available funds for additional equipment, such 
 as bike rack/s, a litter bin and additional signage.  One grant had not yet been received 
 but could be drawn upon if the additional equipment was purchased.  A sign to  
 acknowledge donators will be ordered at the end of the project.  It was resolved to  
 purchase a litter bin for the play area. 

8.3 Consideration of the purchase of a bike rack 
 Dr Piper presented the costings for one or two bike racks for children to use when  
 visiting the play area (to be located on the bank at the front).   He will investigate the  
 cost of installation and report back at the October meeting. 

8.4 Consideration of additional signage 
 It was resolved to purchase a second sign from Playdale to be located at the side gate. 

8.5 Discussion on anti-social behaviour and other issues at the play area 
 It was felt that the Police and Breckland Council will tackle the anti-social behaviour  
 issues.  Residents are encouraged to report their issues to the Police and let the Parish  
 Council know whether there are any improvements. 

8.6 Consideration of unlocking the gate at the far end of the gym area 
 An email had been received from a villager who walks the footpaths to request that the 
 gate is unlocked.  This was given consideration and having taken into account the  
 comments from local residents agreed keep the gate locked for the time-being. 

8.7 Surfacing at either end of the table tennis table 
 The new table tennis table is being enjoyed by village children.  The grass at either end 
 is dying and it was suggested that the spare grass-lock squares are installed to prevent 
 further wear.  It was resolved to install the grass-lock surfacing.  The handyman will be  
 asked to install this. 
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8.8 Discussion on road safety close to the Play Area 
 Mrs Farrier-Dutton reported seeing children on several occasions walking or running  
 out onto the main road (Dereham Road) without looking.  The Clerk was asked to  
 discuss the issue with Highways. 

9 Update from the Barlow Charity 

Nothing to report. 

10 Replacement of the Christmas Tree socket on the Village Green 

Mr Nunn reported that a contractor can make the required steel socket for £150 +VAT.  
A post hole borer would need to be hired and there would be a small additional 
charge for concrete mix.  The Council resolved to purchase the socket, hire the post 
hole borer and purchase concrete mix. 

11 Request for a dog bin on corner of Orchard Road with Dereham Road 

An email had been received from a resident requesting a dog bin for dog walkers to 
use at the west-end of the village on the north side of Dereham Road.  The suggested 
location is at Orchard Road.  The Council resolved to purchase a new dog bin for the 
Orchard Road/Dereham Road junction, subject to Highways’ approval.   

12 Annual inspections of the Cemetery, Village Green and Churchyard 

It was agreed that Mr Norton and Mr Turner will undertake the forthcoming 
inspections.  The Allotments will be included in the inspections. 

13 Future events 

13.1  Remembrance Day service organisation 
 The service will be held on the morning of Sunday 12 November on the Village Green.  
 Mrs Hunton has agreed to lead the organisation for this event. 

13.2 Date for the Christmas tree lighting event  
The event will be held on Sunday 2 December. 

14  Finance 

14.1 Payment of accounts list 
 The Council resolved to approve the payments list (refer to final page). 

14.2 Consideration of direct debit for paying utility bills  
  The Council resolved to pay the water and electricity bills by direct debit. 
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15  Correspondence 

The correspondence was available for councillors to read. 

16 Items for press release 

 The Parish Council newsletter will feature an article on the forthcoming    
 Neighbourhood Planning referendum. 

17 Items for the next meeting agenda (2 October 2017) 

 The purchase of new Christmas Tree lights.   

 The meeting closed at 9.35 pm. 

Payment of accounts list - approved on 4 September 2017 (item 14.1)

Payment to Description Payment VAT to be 
reclaimed

Mr D Jenkins Handyman payment for August £227.00

Total Gas & Power Electricity supply at Village Green £12.53 £0.60

TTSR Ltd Grass and hedge cutting for August 2017 £451.55 £75.26

David Bracey Play Safety 
Inspections

Inspection of table tennis table and training £96.00 £16.00

Mansfield Fencing Fencing and laying turf at play area £1,400.00

DTC Building & Maintenance 
Services

Removal of old play area in grounds of 
primary school

£1,060.00

Clerk’s pay and expenses

September net pay* £926.44

HMRC for tax & NI* £88.77

Norfolk Pension Fund* £276.49

Telephone for August £13.00 £2.17

Stationery £5.36 £2.16

Items for play area inspections & mileage £18.02 £2.16

Total payments for approval £4,575.16

4 September 2017 Page �26


