
Meeting Minutes 
Mattishall Parish Council  
Monday 6 March 2017 at 7 pm, Memorial Hall 

Parish Councillors present: Richard Norton (Chairman), Robert Bridge, Michael Nunn, David 
Piper, John Rockliff, Janice Smith (Vice-Chairman) and Richard Turner.  Also in attendance: Paul 
Claussen and Pablo Dimoglou (District Councillors), 3 members of the public and Luisa 
Cantera (Parish Clerk).  

1 Apologies for absence 

 Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Liz Hunton. 

2 Members’ declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

3 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2017 

 The minutes of the meeting were signed by the Chairman as a correct record without  
 amendment.  

4 Progress on items not on the agenda from the above meeting  

 The Clerk reported that all tasks from the February meeting had been completed.  The 
 Clerk’s report is available to read on the website.  

5 Co-option of a new Parish Councillor 

 This item will be considered at the April meeting. 

6 Open forum for public participation 

 There were no comments from the public present. 

7 Planning matters 

7.1 Results of applications  
 3PL/2016/1500/F – Replacement cat rescue facilities: Planning permission granted. 
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7.2 New applications – comments to be sent to Breckland Council 
3PL/2017/0188/HOU – 8 Robert Key Drive – New garden room extension to replace 
existing conservatory and front entrance porch: No objection. 

  
 3PL/2017/0143/HOU – 121 Dereham Road – Proposed first floor extension at rear of  
 dwelling: No objection. 

3PL/2017/0174/HOU – 4 Parkers Road – Proposed demolition of existing single storey 
extension and erection of two and single storey extensions to rear of property: No 
objection. 

7.3 Update on Yaxham’s Neighbourhood Plan 
Dr Piper and Nicky Grandy (from the Mattishall Neighbourhood Planning Group) 
attended Yaxham’s consultation meeting.  Yaxham wants to preserve its current 
boundaries to prevent Clint Green, Dereham and Mattishall from joining with Yaxham.  
Dr Piper and Ms Grandy were thanked for attending the meeting. 

7.4 Discussion on a draft implementation plan relating to the Neighbourhood Plan 
Mr Turner suggested that the Parish Council creates a committee to get going on the 
work involved in creating a draft implementation plan.  It was suggested that a 
committee is set up to scrutinise larger planning applications.  Mr Turner, Mr Nunn & Dr 
Piper will write terms of reference for the group and will bring these to the next Council 
meeting. 

8 Update from the Barlow Charity 

Mr Rockliff reported that he has obtained further quotations for painting of the Old 
School Green houses.  

9 Updates from individual council members 

9.1 Mr Bridge reported that he had spoken to the school regarding speeding along  
 Dereham Road and discovered that a crossing patrol person has now been appointed.  
 He said that parents are much happier now that the crossing is going to be supervised. 

9.2 Dr Piper expressed an interest in attending the HR/Councillor Governance course to  
 be held on 21 March at Weston Longville.  

9.3 Dr Piper reported that there had been an oil spill from a property in South Green and  
 the Environment Agency was trying to prevent the oil from entering the watercourse. 

9.4 The Clerk was asked to check the roof of the bus shelter in front of the surgery.  Some  
 slates appear to be loose. 

9.5 Mr Dimoglou informed the Parish Council that the Breckland Council council tax will be 
 £78.98 per year for a Band D property.  He congratulated Dr Piper for his recent work  
 on the play area grant received from Breckland Council (for £20,000). 
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10 Village Green landscaping project 

The Clerk provided an update and encouraged councillors to read her report.  The 
project is going well and should be completed by the end of March.  The telephone 
box is due to be installed at the Village Green within a week.  Training sessions for 
villagers to learn how to use a defibrillator are being organised for April/May. 

11 Discussion of an idea, currently being piloted by Barnham Broom Parish Council,  
 to deter dog fouling  

The Clerk was contacted by a Mattishall resident who had seen a novel idea to get dog 
walkers to pick up after their dogs.  Barnham Broom Parish Council is trialling a scheme 
of eye-catching posters accompanied by a lemonade bottle filled with nappy sacks 
tied to posts on known dog-walking routes.  The sacks can be used by dog owners to 
encourage them to pick up after their dogs.  Dog owners are encouraged to top-up 
the bottles if they have bags another day.  Barnham Broom Parish Council reports it is 
seeing signs of improvement in levels of dog fouling in the village.  The Clerk was 
asked to provide a short-list of Mattishall sites where this idea could be piloted. 

  
12 Payment of accounts – The Council resolved to approve the following payments: 
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Payment to Description Payment

Mr D Jenkins Handyman payment for February 131.25

Anglian Water Water charge at allotments/cemetery from 
November 16 - February 17

38.21

Mattishall Community Car 
Scheme

Contribution towards November 16 - 
January 17 car journeys and insurance

488.34

Mansfield Fencing & Landscaping Repairs to the war memorial 112.00

Total Gas and Power Electricity supply to Village Green 12.54

John Rockliff - councillor expense Credit check on Playdale Playgrounds 23.99

Broadacre Gardens Landscaping work at Village Green 13,212.31

Society of Local Council Clerks Annual subscription 139.00

Clerk’s pay and expenses March net pay* 
HMRC for tax & NI* 
Norfolk Pension Fund* 
Telephone for February 
Room charge - conference attendance 
Use of home as office 
Mileage to Dereham Police Station 
Annual website hosting

1,062.52 
103.68 
315.39 

13.00 
42.00 

156.00 
5.04 

74.25

Total payments approved       * payments to be made on 28 March £15,929.52



13 Annual Parish Meeting - final arrangements 

 The Clerk provided an update on the arrangements for the meeting to be held on 19  
 April.  It was agreed that wine and cheese as well as tea and cake would be served at  
 the event.  Speakers will be two Police Community Support Officers and two volunteers 
 who have set up the new Dementia Support Group.  The surgery has declined to  
 speak at the meeting but has sent a report.  The Clerk will advertise the event. 

14 Consideration of a proposal from the Play Area Committee to agree to commence 
 work on the new play area 

The Council considered the play area project update document provided by Mrs 
O’Connor.  She proposed the Council accepts a quotation from Playdale of £63,000 in 
order to commence work shortly, given the amount of funds now committed to the 
project.  There are several grant applications in progress which if successful will allow 
the whole project to go ahead.  After much discussion, the Council resolved to pay a 
deposit of up to 25% of £63,000 (before VAT).   A meeting has been arranged with 
Playdale for 8 March to negotiate the contract and start date.   Dr Piper and Mrs Smith 
were given the authority to negotiate on behalf of the Parish Council based on the 
decision outlined.  

15  Correspondence 

 A letter was received from the Citizens’ Advice Bureau to thank the Council for the  
 recent grant. 

16 Items for press release 

 There were no items for press release. 

17 Items for the next meeting agenda (11 April 2017) 

 To consider the co-option of a new councillor. 

  
 The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.22 pm.  
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