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Above: Litter pickers enjoying a well-

deserved drink in the sunshine following the 
village litter pick on Saturday 21 April  

Right: Quite a lot of rubbish collected! 
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April 2018

Clerk's report 
The items below relate to actions/resolutions from the 26 March meeting: 

Item 3: Approved minutes of the 5 and 21 March meetings and draft minutes of the 26 
March meeting - These have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website. 

Item 6.3: New planning applications discussed - Parish Council comments have been 
provided on Breckland Council’s planning pages. 

Item 10.2, 11.1 & 11.2: Policies approved - The Data Protection policy, Complaints policy 
and Risk Assessment documents have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website. 

Item 11: Policy documents - The grants policy, co-option policy and cemetery 
regulations have all been added to the document section of the website, replacing 
previous versions. 

Item 14.1: Monthly payment of accounts - All payments have been made.  

Items requiring explanation on the 1 May agenda 

Item 1: The Parish Council must elect a Chairman at the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council.   

Item 9.2: Planning - There are two applications for consideration. 

Item 10: Several documents require review and the Clerk has provided councillors 
with the documents to read prior to the meeting. 

Item 16.1: Neighbourhood Planning website - http://www.np4mattishall.org  This 
website has been maintained by the working group and has not been updated for 
several months.  The web hosting is due for renewal (domain at £12 per year and 
hosting at £24 per year).  The group has asked if the Parish Council wishes to keep 
the site for a further year.  

Item 14: Discussion on the sewage and drainage problems in the village - Some 
councillors feel that they should discuss the issue of ongoing complaints from 
some villagers regarding back flow of sewage into homes  and gardens, and how 
to pursue the issue with Anglian Water/Breckland Council. 

Additional items for information                                                                                               

Annual Parish Meeting - The meeting went very well and people seemed to enjoy 
the speakers and array of cake on offer! 
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Finances for 2017-18 - The VAT claim has been submitted to HMRC for £1,654.  
The finances are almost ready to be internally audited in May and signed off at the 
June meeting.  The year-end pension and payroll submissions have been made. 

Finances for 2018-19 - The precept has been received during April along with the 
local government support grant (£20,500 half precept plus £446.50 grant). 

Litter pick - Held on Saturday 21 April, it was a lovely, sunny morning with 13 
participants.  Everyone enjoyed the drinks and biscuits on the green afterwards. 

Play area -  A new part for one piece of equipment is due to be fitted by the 
supplier shortly.  Once the Handyman and Clerk are satisfied that the equipment is 
working better, the final payment of 2.5% can be released to Playdale.  Two ‘end of 
grant’ forms have been completed for grants awarded by Breckland Council for 
the play area project. 

Remembrance Day centenary event (November 2018) - Ex-councillor, Mrs Hunton, 
is keen to still be involved in the organisation and is encouraging village groups to 
take part.  She would like a councillor to be the Council liaison and this will be 
discussed at the June meeting. 

Youth group working in the Easter holidays - The Breckland Youth for Christ group 
of youngsters worked in the cemetery sweeping the paths and cleaned the railings 
and gates. 
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