
Meeting Minutes of an 
Extraordinary Meeting  
Mattishall Parish Council  
Wednesday 21 March 2018 at 7 pm, Memorial Hall 

Parish Councillors present: Richard Norton (Chairman), Hannah Farrier-Dutton, Liz Hunton, 
Michael Nunn, John Rockliff, Janice Smith (Vice-Chairman) and Richard Turner.  Also in 
attendance: Luisa Cantera (Parish Clerk), District Councillors, Pablo Dimoglou and Paul 
Claussen, and 41 members of the public. 

1 Apologies for absence 

 Apologies were received from David Piper.  
 
2 Members’ declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

3 To agree what action the Parish Council should take in light of the Planning  
 Inspector’s decision to allow the appeal for the proposal to erect up to 50 homes  
 on land south of Dereham Road  

The Chairman explained that he felt the need to call an extraordinary meeting to hear 
from the public concerning the Planning Inspectorate’s decision on 6 March and 
discuss the Parish Council’s stance.  He explained that there are two ways to fight the 
decision: to take the appeal to the High Court or to call a Judicial Review, both would 
be expensive.  He allowed the public to speak first to give their views. 

Several members of the public spoke to express their disappointment in the Planning 
Inspectorate’s decision.  Comments included:  

Questions about the neighbourhood plan and why it hadn’t been given sufficient 
weight in the process, although the Planning Inspector claimed to have done so.  Three 
policies in the neighbourhood plan were disregarded in allowing approval of this 
application. 

The Council responded to say that due to Breckland not having the 5-year housing 
supply in place (there are two measures and currently for Breckland it has 4 and 4.6 
years), this factor would have favoured on the side of allowing the application 
permission. 
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Mr Dimoglou explained that the 5-year housing supply means that in the next 20 years 
15,500 new homes need to be built in Breckland.  As soon as the 4.6 years becomes 5 
the pressure will decrease on villages such as Mattishall.  Villages will need to work with 
developers to get the best outcomes. 

A member of the public raised the issue of sustainable development, one of the 
policies in the neighbourhood plan.   

Another member of the public spoke about her research on the land agent, Gladman, 
and wondered if the objections were not strong enough.  She commented she was 
afraid that taking the appeal process further would be too costly. 

A member of the public spoke about the lack of detail in the flooding report and felt 
that the Planning Inspector did not give adequate weighting to the flooding issues.  
Norfolk County Council withdrew their objections during the process about flooding.  
Another member of the public said that he had spoken to Gladman’s surveyor at the 
site and he did not listen to the issues raised concerning flooding.  Mr Rockliff pointed 
out that there is a planning condition regarding flooding. 

More details of the process of judicial review were explained by the Parish Council.  It is 
concerned with whether the process carried out by the Planning Inspectorate was 
conducted correctly, not whether it was the right decision.  The first stage is to obtain a 
barrister’s opinion on whether a judicial review is worth pursuing (costing several 
thousands).  A judicial review is likely to cost in excess of £100,000, including paying 
for the other side’s costs if the review is lost.  The Parish Council does not have 
sufficient reserves. 

A meeting will be held on Friday 24 March with George Freeman MP to present and 
consider this case.  It was explained by Paul Claussen that the ‘free option’ is to call the 
application in to the Secretary of State.  Several members of the Parish Council and 
Paul Claussen will meet with Mr Freeman to see if he is prepared to take the case 
further.  The Parish Council felt that this was the best, and possibly only, option 
available to fight the application. 

The Chairman thanked those present for attending and closed the meeting at 8.15 pm.
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