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Above: Grass cutting has resumed and the 

areas the Parish Council looks after are 
looking good (including All Saints 

Churchyard, above). 

Right: Lots of Highways’ issues have been 
reported in the past month.  The sign next 
to the church wall has been hit by vehicle 

(left). 
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May 2018

Clerk's report 
The items below relate to actions/resolutions from the 1 May meeting: 

Item 3: Approved minutes of the April meeting and draft minutes of the 1 May meeting - 
These have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s website. 

Item 6: Wall at play area - The wall on the west side of the play area has plaster peeling off.  
The Clerk has discussed this issue with the handyman and he advises that quotes are 
sought to re-plaster the area.  The Clerk will look into this during June. 

Item 9.2: New planning applications discussed - Parish Council comments have been 
provided on Breckland Council’s planning pages. 

Item 9.4: Gladman application - District Councillor, Mr Dimoglou, will contact the planning 
case officer to make sure he is kept up to date with any developments in regard to the 
application and will keep the Parish Council informed, as requested. 

Item 10: Policies approved - All documents have been uploaded to the Parish Council’s 
website replacing previous versions. 

Item 13: Data protection - The new privacy notice has been uploaded to the Parish 
Council’s website. 

Item 14: Discussion on sewage and drainage problems in the village - The Clerk 
contacted a previous councillor who had been in contact with Anglian Water.  Around 30 
properties were experiencing flooding or backflow in their toilets around 2 years ago at 
the west-side of the village. The response from Anglian Water at that time was that the 
Mattishall works would be upgraded in the next 5 years, however, it is believed that this is 
no longer the case.  

Item 16.1: Neighbourhood Planning website - It was agreed to remove the site.  The Clerk 
has written to the site administrator.  No response has been received as yet. 

Item 16.2: Monthly payment of accounts - All payments have been made.  

Items requiring explanation on the 4 June agenda 

Item 6.2: Planning applications - There are 4 applications for consideration. 

Item 9: Youth Provision Working Group - The group has met several times with the 
task of researching whether to set up a new youth club.  Refer to separate report.   

Item 10: Data protection - The information audit has been completed and is 
displayed as a draft on the council’s document page on the website.  This 
document will be reviewed at the meeting. 
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Item 10.1 - Council-specific email addresses - It has been suggested that 
councillors have a separate email address for Parish Council work.  To have an 
email address with the same provider as the Clerk (e.g. 
cllrsmith@mattishallpc.info), it is £40 per address per year.  A parish councillor can 
set up their own address with another provider, such as gmail, for free, e.g. 
cllrsmithmattishallpc@gmail.com and manage it themselves. 

Item 11 - Norfolk Day: Organisation of this event is well under way and Mrs Farrier-
Dutton will provide an update at the meeting as lead organiser. 

Item 12: Organisation of the 2018 Remembrance Day service - 2018 is the 100th 
anniversary of the end of World War I.  Ideas to make this commemorative event 
special are sought.  Dr Piper has put himself forward to work with the church over 
the coming months.  Ex-councillor, Liz Hunton, is willing to assist.  The Sports and 
Social Club is interested in being involved. 

Item 13.2: AGAR - This annual return form, which will be sent to the external 
auditor later in June, requires the Parish Council to approve two sections at the 
meeting.  The internal audit has been completed. 

Item 13.5: Insurance quotations - The Clerk has requested several quotations for 
the renewal of the insurance policy as the 3-year contract has just come to an end.  
A further 3-year contract is sought.  The Clerk will present her research at the 
meeting. 

Item 14: Gym bike at the play area - This is the final issue to be dealt with prior to 
payment of the 2.5% retainer to Playdale, the play area supplier.  Several people 
have complained that the bike doesn’t seem right. The gym bike has no resistance 
but the sub-contractor says that it is how it is meant to be.   The Clerk has asked 
councillors to have a go on the bike prior to the council meeting.  A decision needs 
to be made about when to pay Playdale and whether to discuss the gym bike 
further with them. 

Additional items for information                                                                                               

Bus shelter - The shelter opposite the Post Office often suffers with litter and the 
handyman does his best to keep it tidy.  A member of the public discovered vomit 
in the bus shelter recently and kindly cleared it up.  He has been thanked for doing 
this. 

Councillor vacancy - The Parish Council is now free to co-opt (freely recruit) a new 
councillor.  There are two vacancies on the Council at present. 

Christmas event - Sunday 2 December has been suggested as the afternoon for 
the Christmas event on the Village Green.  The Squeeze East band has been 
booked. 
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Defibrillator - This equipment is checked weekly by the handyman.  A new set of 
pads has been ordered so that when the pads are used a new set can be added 
quickly. 

Finances - The annual recycling grant of £365.67and a VAT reclaim of £1,654.27 
have been received. 

Planning - Daryll Farm (an application recently discussed by the Parish Council) will 
be discussed by Breckland Council’s planning committee on 4 June. 

Play area -  A new part for a piece of equipment was fitted by Playdale’s 
maintenance engineer on 16 May.  The handyman met with the engineer and is 
now happy with the result.  

Speeding in the village - One parishioner has expressed an interest in being part 
of a community speed watch scheme.  The Council previously asked via the 
newsletter and received no volunteers. 

Village Green - The Green has been booked by All Saints Church for use on 17 
June for an event. 
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