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Planning and our 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Many of you will have been frustrated that, despite 
the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) having been in 
existence for two years, a number of unwelcome 
speculative planning applications have come 
forward and been approved. This was because 
Breckland District Council could not demonstrate a 
5-year land supply; put simply this is approved 
applications that would provide 5 years worth of 
new housing requirements. These targets are 
handed down from central government based on 
various historical and projected data.  This situation 
should now improve as the Breckland Local Plan is 
shortly due to be adopted and the planning 
inspector who examined it has agreed that the 
district does currently have a 5-year land supply. 

The Parish Council has no control over planning 
decisions, it is only able to comment on them. 
However, we will continue benchmarking all 
applications against the NP and, where necessary, 
make our voice heard at planning meetings. For 
housing applications this means, that with the 
minimum requirement to 2036 already exceeded, 
we are unlikely to support any future application 
unless it offers substantial benefit to the village. 

The NP also included a number of aspirational 
projects for the parish which were identified from 
the questionnaires that many residents completed, 
as well as views expressed at the various NP 
meetings. Pursuing these has been sidelined by the 
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Diary dates 

Tree lighting event 

Our annual Christmas tree 
lighting event with music from 
SqueezEast, songs and 
refreshments will be held on 
Sunday 1 December at 4 pm 
on the village green.  We’ll also 
be organising a Santa’s grotto 
in All Saints’ Church during the 
children’s activities afternoon 
(2.30 - 4 pm).  We look forward 
to seeing you. 

Defib training 

A free defibrillator training 
session is planned for January 
at Poultec.  Contact Luisa if you 
would like to attend. 

Can you spare the 
time to volunteer? 

The Friday night youth club 
regularly attracts over 40 
young people each week.  
We’d love to have more 
volunteers to join in.  The club 
meets from 6.30 pm - 8.30 pm 
every Friday.  The YMCA will 
pay for the necessary checks 
and training.   
Interested?  Contact the YMCA 
directly to find out more.
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time and effort spent on housing planning 
applications. Hopefully, there will now be some 
respite from this and time can spent on working to 
deliver these projects. 

Speed Watch launched in Mattishall 
The Speed Watch team has been out and about 
since being trained in September and we think the 
sea of yellow jackets is having a significant effect on 
reducing speeds. However, 12 vehicles were 
reported for exceeding the trigger speed, most 
being recorded when a downpour reduced visibility. 
There’s something a bit disturbing about people 
speeding up when visibility deteriorates. 

Konect bus route 4 changes from Jan 
Route 4 will have minor changes from 6 January.  
Short journeys between the hospital and Norwich 
City Centre will terminate at Norwich Bus Station and 
no longer continue to Red Lion Street, Castle 
Meadow and Prince of Wales Road. Journeys from 
Norwich will continue to serve St Stephens Street.  
There will be minor timing alterations between 
Dereham Market Place and the N&NU Hospital.  
 
The sun shone at the Remembrance Day service 
jointly hosted by All Saints’ Church and the Parish 
Council.  Thank you for joining us.
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The Parish Council 

Terry Wilkins (Chairman) 

Graham Clarke 

Hannah Farrier-Dutton   

Richard Norton  

Mike Nunn (Vice-Chairman)   

David Piper          

Janice Smith 

Chris Taylor 

Richard Turner  

Luisa Cantera (Clerk)   

Further details of councillor 
responsibilities, details of 
meetings and minutes are on 
the website.  If you would like 
to discuss anything related to 
the Parish Council, please 
contact Luisa, our Clerk, on 
858786. 

Gardening 

Matt decided not to take on 
the village handyman role so 
we’ve taken on a fabulous 
gardener as many village tasks 
are gardening-related.  Say 
hello to Jaki if you see her 
working around the village. 

New marquee 

We’ve bought a new marquee 
for use at village events and 
it’s first airing will be at the 
Tree Lighting event on  
1 December to keep the 
refreshments and band dry!
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