
Meeting Minutes 
Mattishall Parish Council  
Monday 5 June 2017 at 7pm, Memorial Hall 

Parish Councillors present: Richard Norton (Chairman), Liz Hunton, Michael Nunn, David Piper, 
John Rockliff and Richard Turner.  Also in attendance: Paul Claussen and Pablo Dimoglou 
(District Councillors) and Luisa Cantera (Parish Clerk).  There were six members of the public 
present. 

1 Apologies for absence 

 Apologies were received and accepted from Parish Councillors Janice Smith and  
 Robert Bridge.  
 
2 Co-option of a new councillor to fill a vacancy 

 One applicant, Hannah Farrier-Dutton, submitted an application to become a parish  
 councillor.  Councillors agreed that she will be a great asset.  The Council resolved to  
 co-opt Mrs Farrier-Dutton.  She will join at the 3 July meeting.  
 
3 Members’ declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

4 Approval of the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on  
 2 May 2017 

 The minutes of the meeting were signed by the Chairman as a correct record without  
 amendment.  

5 Progress on items not on the agenda from the above meeting  
  

The Clerk gave a summary of her report.  It is available to read on the website.   

6 Open forum for public participation 

• A member of the public encouraged villagers to attend Breckland Council’s 
Planning Committee meeting on 12 June to hear the outcome of the application 
for 50 homes on land south of Dereham Road. 

• Mrs Hunton referred to a recent conversation with a resident who was concerned 
about speeding through the village.  It was noted that the speed activation sign 
(SAM2) will help.  It is due to be purchased by the Parish Council shortly. 
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7 Planning matters 

7.1 Results of applications  
3PL/2017/0457/LB – Mattishall Hall, 53 South Green - Mass concrete underpinning to 
garden wall and side wall of stone store: Planning permission granted. 

3PL/2017/0464/HOU - 12 Mill Road - Demolish garage and erection of single storey  
extension to side and rear: Planning permission granted. 

  
7.2 New applications – comments to be sent to Breckland Council 
 3PL/2015/0498/O - Gladman Developments Ltd, Land south of Dereham Road  
 Erection of up to 50 residential dwellings with associated infrastructure: Objection.  A  
 full letter of objection will be sent based on previous applications submitted. 

 3PL/2017/0625/D - 4 Mill Road - Erect detached 4 bed dwelling: No objection. 

3PL/2017/0643/HOU - 16 Cedar Rise - Two storey rear extension: No objection.  

7.3 Next step for the Neighbourhood Plan 
 The Council discussed whether to allow the neighbourhood plan to go forward to 

referendum or withdraw it.    Although the Parish Council and the Neighbourhood 
Planning Working Group would like amendments to some of the policies, this now 
does not look possible due to comments/omissions from the independent examiner.  
The Council resolved to allow the process to go forward to referendum and not 
withdraw the Neighbourhood Plan. 

7.4 Local List 
 Breckland Council asked if the Parish Council wished to make any comments on the 

Local List, which sets out the criteria for planning applications that must be met for a 
planning application to be validated.  The Council decided not to comment. 

  
8 Update from the Barlow Charity 

Mr Rockliff reported that two volunteers are taking care of the gardening tasks at Old 
School Green.  The trustees are next due to meet on 22 June. 

9 Updates from individual council members 

No comments were made. 

10 Purchase of Neighbourhood Watch signs for Mattishall 

Mr Turner explained that 30 signs are required for a village the size of Mattishall.  The 
approximate cost is £600.  The Council agreed to initially publicise the scheme in the 
next newsletter to see what the uptake is from residents.  This item will be discussed 
again at a future meeting. 
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11 New Play Area 

11.1 Project update  
The Clerk reported that work is due to start on 12 June on the new play area and will 
take 3-4 weeks to complete.  Further funds have been secured since the last Parish 
Council meeting and the committee has asked if the diamond climber could be 
purchased so that it can be installed with the rest of the play area.  The Clerk confirmed 
that there was a shortfall of £385 if the previous £12,000 commitment included the 
landscaping costs.  The Council resolved to commit £385 towards the diamond climber.  
The Play Area Committee was congratulated on their fund-raising efforts.   

11.2 Confirmation of the amount the Parish Council is willing to commit to the project 
 As discussed at item 11.1, the Council agreed to commit £12,385 to the play area  
 project.  The landscaping costs, already paid by the Parish Council, are part of this  
 amount. 

11.3  Discussion on locking the gate at the back of the site 
The Play Area Committee asked if the Council could consider keeping the gate at the 
back of the site permanently locked to discourage dog walkers from walking across 
the site.  Councillors debated the suggestion and agreed to review the situation again 
once the play area has been completed.  

11.4 Roadside landscaping update 
 The plan is for a small path to be installed from the pavement to the gate with a barrier 
 at the pavement to prevent children from running straight into the road.  The play area 
 contractor will undertake this work. 

11.5 Organisation of the Groove on the Green event 
 The Play Area Committee would like this event to take place every year.  Mrs O’Connor 
 asked parish councillors to help with the organisation as the committee is small.  

11.6 Press release  
The Clerk was asked to write a press release to advertise the Groove on the Green 
event taking place on 22 July and progress on the play area.  The play area will be 
officially opened at the event. 

11.7 Discussion on whether the play area will be used prior to grand opening 
The play area is due to be completed by 15 July.  It was agreed to discuss this item at 
the July meeting. 

11.8 Request for volunteers to help with fundraising 
Dr Piper reported that over £500 has been raised towards the outdoor table tennis 
table from the Co-Op Community Fund.  He asked if anyone could assist with publicity 
at the Dereham store to encourage shoppers to vote for the Mattishall project.  

5 June 2017 Page �8



12 Consideration of moving a litter bin from Burgh Lane to Church Plain 
The Clerk explained that since the large litter bin had been removed from Church 
Plain, the smaller bin appeared not to be coping with the volume of rubbish.  The 
Council resolved to move the bin from Burgh Lane to Church Plain. 

13 Purchase of a dog bin for Church Plain 
The Clerk reported that a dog bin located in Church Plain is broken.  The Clerk 
asked the Council for approval to purchase a replacement.  The Council resolved to 
purchase a replacement dog bin. 

14 Finance 

14.1 Internal Auditor’s report and consideration of recommendations 
  The Internal Auditor’s report had been distributed to councillors and displayed on the  

website when the agenda was published.  The report recommended that Standing 
Order 18(c) is amended to agree with Financial Regulations (regarding advertising of 
contracts of £25,000 and above).  The Council resolved to amend Standing Order 
18(c).  The second recommendation was to increase fidelity insurance, which is 
currently set at £25,000.  The Council resolved to increase fidelity insurance to £50,000. 

  The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow the meeting to extend beyond 2  
 hours. 

14.2 Approval of the Annual Governance Statement in the 2016-17 Annual Return 
  The Chairman read out all of the statements in the Annual Governance section of the  

 Annual Return requiring Councillors to respond to each statement.  The Council  
 resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement. 

14.3 Approval of the Statement of Accounts in the 2016-17 Annual Return 
  The Chairman read out the figures in the Accounting Statement.  It was resolved by the 

 Council to approve the Annual Return’s Accounting Statement.  The Chairman and the  
 Clerk/RFO signed the Annual Return on behalf of the Council. 

14.4 Agreement to pay the Playdale invoices, as per agreed terms of payment, when  
 invoices come in  
  The Clerk explained that the Playdale invoices will need to be paid outside of Council 

meeting dates, for example the first invoice has to be paid within 7 days of the 
equipment arriving on site.  The Council resolved to pay the Playdale invoices as per 
agreed terms of payment.  Signatories will view and authorise invoices prior to 
payments being made. 

14.5 Grants to local organisations  
The Council resolved to approve the following payments (using s137): 

1st Mattishall Scouts  £400  Mattishall Sports & Social Club £700 
Mattishall Dementia Group £540  Mattishall PCC   £400 
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14.6 Payment of accounts list 
 The Council resolved to approve the payments list (refer to final page), including the  
 grants awarded at item14.5. 

15  Correspondence 

The correspondence was available for councillors to read. 

16 Items for press release 

 Articles about the Gladman application being considered at Planning Committee on  
 12 June, the Groove on the Green event and Neighbourhood Watch will be published. 

17 Items for the next meeting agenda (3 July 2017) 

 No items were raised. 

18  The Council passed a resolution (under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act  
 1960) to exclude members of the public and press for the following confidential items: 

   
   18.1 To consider quotations for removal of the old play area in August 2017 
   18.2 To discuss the handyman’s contract, which ends on 12 July 2017 

  The Chairman left the meeting and Mr Rockliff took the Chair. 

18.1 Quotations for removal of the old play area 
  The Clerk had sought quotations from four contractors; two quotations were   

 received.  The Council resolved to appoint DC Canham of Hockering. 

18.2 Handyman’s contract 
 The Council resolved to advertise the contract to be considered at the July meeting. 

 The meeting closed at 9.50 pm. 
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*to be paid on 28 June 2017

Payment of accounts list - for approval on 5 June 2017 (item 14.6)

Payment to Description Payment VAT to be 
reclaimed

Mr D Jenkins Handyman payment for May (including plants/
supplies purchased)

263.96

Total Gas & Power Electricity supply at Village Green to 6 May 12.16 0.58

S & C Moore Farming Ltd Internal audit for 2016-17 120.00 20.00

TTSR Ltd Grass and hedge cutting for late March, April and 
May 2017

903.10 150.52

Zurich Insurance renewal (year 3 of 3-year contract) - 
includes new play area

928.09

Janice Smith Plants for bedding areas and mileage 32.10

Clerk’s pay and expenses

June net pay* (includes 1% pay increase 
backdated from 1 April 2017)

942.76

HMRC for tax & NI* 93.87

Norfolk Pension Fund* 281.83

Website hosting to WIX 32.40 5.40

Telephone for May 13.00 2.17

Data Protection registration renewal 35.00

Stamps 6.72

S137 grants approved at the meeting

Mattishall Dementia Group Grant towards chairs and table cloths for meetings 540.00

1st Mattishall Scouts Grant toward lawn mower and tents 400.00

Mattishall PCC Grant towards maintenance of St Peter’s 
Churchyard

400.00

Mattishall Memorial Hall & 
Playing Field

Grant towards fencing - to be released once group 
can confirm all funds in place

700.00

Total payments for approval 5704.99
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