
Meeting Minutes 
Mattishall Parish Council  
Monday 4 December 2017 at 7pm, Memorial Hall 

Parish Councillors present: Liz Hunton, Michael Nunn, John Rockliff, Janice Smith (Vice-
Chairman) and Richard Turner.  Also in attendance: Luisa Cantera (Parish Clerk) and 6 
members of the public.  

Mrs Smith opened the meeting as Chairman in Mr Norton’s absence. 

1 Apologies for absence 

 Apologies were received from Chairman Richard Norton (work), Hannah Farrier-Dutton 
 (personal) and David Piper (personal).  Reasons for absence were accepted by the  
 Council.  
 
2 Members’ declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

3 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 6 November 2017  

 The minutes of the meeting were signed by the meeting Chairman as a correct record  
 without amendment.  

4 Progress on items not on the agenda from the above meeting  
  

The Clerk gave a summary of her report.  It is available to read on the website. 

5 Open forum for public participation 
   

Several members of the public (including 3 members of East Tuddenham Parish 
Council) spoke about the possible reduction or removal of a subsidy for the Konect 
bus 4 service that serves Mattishall and surrounding villages between Swanton Morley 
and Norwich.  Norfolk County Council is consulting bus users who use this route and 
selected others to find out views to help them decide which routes will have a change 
in subsidy. 

6 Planning matters 

6.1 Results of applications  
 3PL/2016/0813/VAR - Old Saddlery/Kensington Cottage, 112 Dereham Road: Refused. 
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3PL/2017/1231/HOU - Burgh House, Church Lane - Proposed extension to rear of 
property: Approved. 

6.2 New applications – comments to be sent to Breckland Council 
3PL/2017/1480/HOU - Sycamore House, Yaxham Road - Detached building for use as 
beauty room & home office with additional access to the highway: No objection. 

 3PL/2017/1417/F - The Swallows, Mill Road - Change of use of existing holiday let to  
 ancillary residential accommodation in connection with Ivydene and The Mill holiday  
 cottage: No objection. 

3PL/2017/1029/HOU - Walnut Cottage, South Green - Proposed flat roof rear dormer: 
No objection. 

6.3 Agreement on the correction of editorial errors in the Neighbourhood Plan 
 Breckland Council sent an email with the editorial errors that are contained in the Plan 

which they are willing to correct.  Although there are a few additional errors that the 
Parish Council would like to be corrected, it was RESOLVED to agree to the 
corrections presented by Breckland Council. 

6.4 Update on the Gladman appeal to the Planning Inspectorate 
The Parish Council wrote to the Planning Inspectorate to request a public hearing, 
which has been granted.  A date for the hearing has yet to be confirmed. 

7 Event organisation 

7.1 Update on Remembrance Sunday 
Mrs Hunton reported that the service on the Village Green was well attended.  The 
service on the green was brief although it continued in the church afterwards.  As next 
year is the centenary of the end of World War 1, a special service is planned.  Mrs 
Hunton would like to be involved with the organisation. 

7.2 Update on Christmas Tree Lighting event 
The event was held on Sunday 3 December on the Village Green.  There was a very 
good turnout with some nice comments from those who attended.  The new tree lights 
look very nice on the Christmas tree.  Mrs Smith thanked everyone who helped with 
the event; it was a great team effort.   

8 Discussion on youth provision and agreement to set up a working group to  
 research into this topic 

Following a comment made at the November meeting, it was agreed to look into the 
current youth provision in the village and research what more can be offered, e.g. a 
youth club.  Due to some councillors being absent from the meeting, the Clerk was 
asked to send an email asking who would be willing to be involved in a working group. 
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9 Play area  

9.1 Update 
The Clerk is liaising with the contractor relating to a couple of pieces of equipment  
with minor issues, otherwise the equipment is functioning well.  It was highlighted by  
Mr Rockliff that the grass path that leads from the play area to the gym is becoming  
muddy and an alternative solution might need to be sought.  This is being monitored  
through the weekly play area inspections. 

9.2 Consideration of a higher fence between the play area and the carpark 
This item arose out of a comment made from the public at the November meeting.  
The Parish Council decided to keep the fencing as it is currently. 

9.3 Consideration of access to the gym from the play area 
Children and adults are climbing over the fence rather than walking over to the gate to 
access the gym equipment.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation for a gate 
access opposite the swings.  The play area inspector will be asked if this is a viable 
option.  

9.4 Consideration of moving the gym equipment to the village green 
This item arose out of a comment made from the public at the November meeting.  
The Parish Council decided to keep the gym equipment at its current location. 

9.5 Consideration of how to deal with the muddy area near the path at the front gate 
This issue will be dealt with when the bike racks are installed in the new year. 

10 Updates from individual council members 

10.1 Mrs Hunton reported that she will hand out the Hastoe Housing Association leaflets  
 and will distribute them to councillors.  She added that she attended a meeting hosted 
 by the CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England).  They ask that parish councils sign  
 up to their pledge asking that sites with planning permission should be built on first  
 before other sites are given permission for development.  She also spoke about the 
 ‘affordability equation’ and the increase in the Norfolk population. 

Mrs Smith asked for the verge on the south side of Dereham Road to be cut by 
Highways.  She also asked for the speed table outside the Methodist Church on 
Dereham Road to be inspected by Highways as the surface has some significant wear. 

Mr Nunn asked that Highways is made aware of the dropped manhole covers on 
Dereham Road west of Mill Road.  The Clerk will contact Highways regarding this and 
the verge cutting mentioned above. 

11 Update from the Barlow Charity 

The gardener appears to be happy with the gardening workload and is doing a good 
job at Old School Green and the village green.  Two of the houses at Old School Green 
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are for sale and available to purchase for those with a local connection at 75% of 
market value. 

12 Agreement to set up a working party to look into the new data protection   
 regulation and how it will affect the work of the Parish Council 

Mrs Smith agreed to work with the Clerk.  They will present their initial work at the 
January meeting. 

13 Discussion of the Norfolk County Council consultation regarding withdrawal of  
 subsidies from rural bus services and how the Parish Council might raise public  
 awareness of the consultation 

The Clerk read out an email from MP George Freeman who highlights how the bus 
service is an important lifeline for local people.  Bus users are encouraged to take part 
in NCC’s online consultation.  It was agreed to provide printed copies of the 
consultation (for anyone who does not use the internet - available at the Post Office); to 
create posters for key sites in the village to allow people to either complete the online 
consultation or collect a hard copy from the Post Office.  The Clerk was also asked to 
find out how other parishes on the bus route are raising awareness and to write to 
Norfolk County Council to highlight the importance of the bus service, with a copy to 
the MP. 

Five members of the public left the meeting after item 13. 

14  Finance 

14.1 Payment of accounts list 
 The Council RESOLVED to approve the payments list (refer to final page). 

 The remaining member of the public left the meeting at this point. 

14.2 Discussion on first draft of the budget for 2018-19 
  The Clerk met with Mr Rockliff and Mr Turner during November to work on a first draft  

 of the budget.  Mr Rockliff explained the figures and answered questions.  Councillors  
 were happy with the initial proposals, although were asked to view the details again  
 prior to the January meeting when the budget and precept will be approved. 

15  Discussion on whether to make a donation for a supply of leaflets of local walks 

  ‘Dereham Walkers are Welcome’ contacted the Parish Council to ask if a supply of 
leaflets for villagers and visitors would be of interest.  The Clerk was asked to find out 
how much the leaflets are. 
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16  Correspondence 

The correspondence was available for councillors to read.  The Clerk was asked to 
contact the Better Broadband for Norfolk for an update on Mattishall’s provision. 

17 Items for press release 

 The Clerk was asked to advertise the consultation relating to item 13. 

18 Items for the next meeting agenda (9 January 2018, 7.30 pm) 
  
 Approval of the 2018-19 budget and precept and data protection will be discussed. 

19 Resolution (under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) to exclude  
 the members of the public and press for the following confidential item: 

19.1 Discussion on the commuted sum in relation to maintaining the green space at  
 the Cedar Rise development (Walnut Tree Fields) 

The Council RESOLVED to exclude members of the public and press.  The Clerk was 
asked to contact Abel Homes with an increased amount (due to needing to maintain 
the open space, inspect and administer it over a 10-year period). 

 The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm. 
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*Payments will be made on 28 December 

Payment of accounts list - approved on 4 December 2017 (item 14.1)

Payment to Description Payment VAT to be 
reclaimed

Total Gas & Power Electricity supply at Village Green £9.70 £0.46

Great Melton Farms Supply of Christmas tree £120.00 £20.00

Peter Cresswell Handyman payment for November, including 
expenses

£256.11

Janice Smith (councillor 
expense)

Biscuits and cups for Christmas event £12.91

Wensum Valley Electrical Ltd Replacement of timer for tower lighting and 
replacement of faulty photocell (S137 payment)

£147.60 £24.60

Mattishall PCC Donation towards printing of Remembrance Day 
orders of service

£20.00

Mattishall Memorial Hall Room hire from January to March 2018 £72.00

Playdale 50% deposit for play area sign £252.00 £42.00

Clerk’s pay and expenses

December net pay* £926.44

HMRC for tax & NI* £88.77

Norfolk Pension Fund* £276.49

Telephone for December £13.00 £2.17

Mulled wine for Christmas event £79.77 £13.29

Mince pies for Christmas event £15.90

Santa beard for Christmas event £15.00

Total payments approved £2,305.69
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