
Meeting Minutes 
Mattishall Annual Parish Meeting 
Wednesday 19 April 2017 at 7.30 pm, Memorial Hall 

Parish Councillors present: Janice Smith (Vice-Chairman), Robert Bridge, Liz Hunton, Michael 
Nunn, David Piper, John Rockliff, and Richard Turner.  Also in attendance: Luisa Cantera (Parish 
Clerk), Paul Claussen (District Councillor) and 12 members of the public. 

1 Welcome and apologies for absence 

 Mrs Smith, as meeting Chairman, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  
Apologies were received from Richard Norton (Chairman) who was unable to attend 
due to a work commitment. 

2 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 20 April 2016 

 The minutes of the meeting were signed by the meeting Chairman as a correct record  
 without amendment.  

3 Report from Richard Norton on the Council’s year  

Mrs Smith read out the Chairman’s report written by Mr Norton.  The report features as 
an appendix to the minutes. 

4 Luisa Cantera on the Council’s draft finances for 2016-17 

The Clerk gave an overview of the Parish Council’s finances.  The figures presented at 
this meeting are still subject to audit.  The summary will be included in the Annual 
Report.  The Clerk also presented a photographic slide show of the Council’s year.  

5 Amy Lucas, Police Community Engagement Officer for Breckland 

Ms Lucas explained that her role is to engage with the public and increase visibility of 
policing in the Breckland area, which includes 112 parishes.  She spoke about how the 
Police communicates with the public (via Twitter, Facebook and Police Connect).  She 
encouraged villagers to report incidences of crime, however small.  Ms Lucas spoke 
about the importance of a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and her colleagues, Terry 
and Mike, provided further detail on how to set up a scheme in Mattishall.  They are 
looking for an active membership in Mattishall, including a coordinator for the scheme. 
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6 Paul Claussen, Breckland District Councillor 

Mr Claussen encouraged the Parish Council to lobby District and Norfolk County 
Councillors regarding larger planning applications because working together can be a 
stronger force.   He also spoke about the proposed dualling of the A47 between North 
Tuddenham and Honingham and provided details of a consultation meeting to be 
held on 20 April at East Tuddenham Village Hall.  A report from Breckland Council can 
be found as an appendix to the minutes. 

7 Bill Borrett, Norfolk County Councillor 

Apologies were sent from Mr Borrett who was unable to attend the meeting. 

8 Lynda Brandish/Melanie Stevenson, Mattishall Dementia Support Group 

Mrs Brandish and Mrs Stevenson explained that this newly formed group (called ‘The 
Link’) came about from a need in the village to support both sufferers from dementia 
and their carers.  They meet once a month at the Methodist Church.  They explained 
difference between the various types of dementia and how 85,000 people suffer with 
dementia in the UK.   The Link has 18 volunteers, all have received basic training.  The 
group is considering meeting more frequently, particularly if additional funding is 
secured. 

9 Fred Garner, Mattishall & Burgh Charity 

Mr Garner, Trustee of the Charity, gave a brief overview of their work.  The Charity has 
17 parcels of land and other investments, making one-off payments to villagers in need 
of financial support each Winter.  They made payments totalling £7,150 to 39 
parishioners during 2016. 

10 John Rockliff, Barlow Charity 

Mr Rockliff, one of three Trustees of the Charity, gave a brief summary of the past year.  
His report can be read as an appendix to the minutes. 

11 Any other business 

Mrs O’Connor from the Play Area Committee spoke of the three years of hard work, 
which will finally be rewarded with phase 1 of the new play area being built in time for 
the school Summer holiday this year.  Mrs O’Connor was thanked for her and her 
committee’s incredible commitment to the project. 

The Chairman gave her thanks to Mrs Jackson and others involved in the development 
of the Neighbourhood Plan.    She also thanked everyone for attending, particularly 
those who came as speakers.  The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.
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