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Meeting Minutes 
Mattishall Annual Parish Meeting 
Wednesday 18 April 2018 at 7.30 pm, Memorial Hall 

Parish Councillors present: Richard Norton (Chairman), Janice Smith (Vice-Chairman), Michael 
Nunn, David Piper and Richard Turner.  Also in attendance: Luisa Cantera (Parish Clerk), Pablo 
Dimoglou (District Councillor), Bill Borrett (County Councillor) and 13 members of the public. 

1 Welcome and apologies for absence 

 Mr Norton opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  Apologies were received 
from Mr Rockliff and Mrs Hunton (Parish Councillors) and Paul Claussen (District 
Councillor). 

2 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 19 April 2017 

 The minutes of the meeting were signed by the meeting Chairman as a correct record  
 without amendment.  

3 Report from Richard Norton on the Council’s year  

The Chairman read out his report covering recent projects undertaken by the Parish 
Council.  He welcomed new councillor, Hannah Farrier-Dutton, onto the Council.  The 
report features as an appendix to the minutes. 

4 Luisa Cantera on the Council’s draft finances for 2017-18 

The Clerk gave an overview of the Parish Council’s finances which are subject to audit.  
The Clerk also presented a photographic slide show of the Council’s year.  The finances 
are displayed on the Council’s website. 

5 Mary Sykes: Home composting 

Mrs Sykes explained that of 400,000 tonnes of domestic waste, about half is recycled 
for energy.  Norfolk County Council is keen for more households to compost instead of 
throwing vegetables into the bin.  Mrs Sykes explained the process of composting and 
how useful it is for gardeners.  She answered questions from the audience and 
encouraged more people to get involved with teaching others how to compost.   

6 Pablo Dimoglou, Breckland District Councillor 

Mr Dimoglou spoke of how Breckland Council has kept the council tax low compared 
to other district councils.  Breckland is currently going through the local plan process 
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to achieve development where it is wanted and needed and encouraged parish 
councillors to read more on the Breckland website. 

7 Bill Borrett, Norfolk County Councillor 

Mr Borrett spoke of his role as chair of the Adult Social Care Committee and Health 
and Wellbeing Board.  He was asked by a member of the public about the poor mobile 
phone coverage in Mattishall.  The County Council commissioned a recent survey to 
establish a true picture of mobile coverage in the county, with the goal of using the 
information to work with mobile providers to improve coverage and tackle ‘not spots’. 

8 Lynda Brandish, Mattishall Dementia Support Group 

Mrs Brandish is a coordinator of the Mattishall Dementia Support Group.  The group, 
referred to as ‘The Link’, offers support for people living with dementia and their carers.  
The Link has gone from strength to strength in just one year of existence and has a 
team of 15 volunteers.  They meet on the first and third Tuesday of the month at the 
Methodist Church rooms.  The Parish Council was thanked for the recent grant 
donation for the purchase of chairs and table cloths.  

9 Fred Garner, Mattishall & Burgh Charity 

Mr Garner, Trustee of the Charity, gave a brief overview of their work.  The Charity has 
17 parcels of land and other investments, making one-off payments to villagers in need 
of financial support each Winter.  They made payments totalling £9,225 to 42 
parishioners during 2017. 

10 Anita Boarer, Mattishall Community Car Scheme 

Mrs Boarer was unable to attend the meeting. 

11 John Rockliff, Barlow Charity 

Dr Piper, one of three Trustees of the Charity, gave a brief summary of the past year.  

12 Any other business 

Two residents spoke about flooding on Mill Road.  There are issues with drainage, mud 
on the road and potholes. 

Traffic and parking issues in Church Plain were mentioned. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He closed the meeting at 
9.07 pm. 
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Chairman’s report - 2017-18 

It has been a very busy year for the Parish Council requiring a lot of input from councillors. I 
am very happy to record the appointment of Hannah Farrier-Dutton who is our youngest 
councillor by far. This brought us up to our full complement of nine councillors but 
unfortunately Councillor Robert Bridge resigned in the autumn so we are left with one 
vacancy still. There will be Parish Council elections in May of next year – hopefully a few more 
will be attracted to this work and stand for election. The council also appointed a new 
handyman who is very enthusiastic and already making a difference.   

A number of different projects carried out in conjunction with other members of the 
community are noteworthy: 

• The Neighbourhood Plan was finally “made” last summer after the community voted 
overwhelmingly in favour of it. As I have said before this was a huge effort by the working 
party who have produced a really impressive document. We hoped this would protect us 
from large scale development and were bitterly disappointed that the Gladman appeal for 
fifty homes was upheld – but we have to move on and make sure everything is the best it 
can be. We will likely need land for allotments or extension to the cemetery – maybe we can 
make ground here. The council are using the plan when looking at planning applications to 
see how these accord with its policies. The Parish Clerk will be investigating the feasibility of 
other issues - not related to planning – which were identified in the plan. 

• The new playground on the site of the old school was opened in the summer and has 
proved to be very popular. This is good to see. Again this only became a reality through a 
lot of hard graft from the working party and others.    

• It is a real bonus for the Parish Council to work with the community on these projects: it is 
our community and it is a joy to see so many working to make it the best it can be. Another 
project underway is for some kind of provision for the young people of the village. 
Councillors are again working with others in trying to find out what sort of thing the young 
people would like. We will hear more about this in the future 

• Some councillors have been attending meetings about the possibility of the A47 being 
made a dual carriageway from Easton to North Tuddenham and the impact this could have 
on travel and our access to the main road. Alongside this the council is also a consultee on 
the Western Link road, linking the NDR to the A47 just north of here – again routes and 
access need to be negotiated and this is a lengthy and time-consuming process. 

• The council, working in conjunction with Norfolk County Council (NCC) have installed SAM2 
signs in the village – Speed Awareness Monitoring signs for those who don’t know (not 
quite the same as a speed awareness course I attended five years ago!) 

• The Parish Council also lobbied the NCC when they revealed plans to cut some rural bus 
services – fortunately the number 4 routes were unaffected. 

• The council also made financial grants during the year, as it has done for a number of years, 
to local clubs and societies which enables them to keep going to the benefit of the village. 
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Thanks to Paul and Pablo Breckland Councillors and Bill, County Councillor for their help and 
support. 

In conclusion as I said earlier a busy year in which I have felt much supported by Jan my Vice-
Chairman, Luisa the Parish Clerk and all fellow councillors who are a conscientious and hard-
working group of people doing their best for the community.      

Richard Norton, Chairman
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