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Remembering a dear friend and 
councillor, Fred Elson 
Fred Elson lived at Welborne House and enjoyed the fact 
that (in the absence of a railroad) the village boundary 
between Mattishall and Welborne ran through the middle 
of his house. This was entirely appropriate because Fred 
gave so much of his time in service to both communities. 
Fred was not only a thinker, an ideas man, but also a doer 
- he always mucked in 
and was never afraid of 
hard work even in his 
later years. 
Fred had two stints on 
Mattishall Parish Council 
serving about twelve 
years in all and was an 
excellent parish 
councillor; one was 
always confident that if 
Fred said he would do 
something then it would be done. 
He was active in debate and when bothered by some 
issue would write down his ideas for discussion or to be 
knocked down and as a result  emails were regularly sent 
out at one o'clock in the morning!  
Fred was the driving force behind the Barlow Charity and 
all it achieved and yet despite having retired saw the old 
school project through to - what was for him and many of 
us - the bitter end. 
Those who worked with him will remember fondly his 
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Are you a local 
tradesperson? 

We would like to hear from any 
tradespeople or small firms 
that would be interested in 
quoting for small jobs as and 
when they arise. If you would 
like to be considered for this 
work please reply to the Clerk 
giving details of the type of 
work you are able to do and 
any other relevant information.

You can donate to 
the play area project 

 The Play Area Committee has 
worked incredibly hard to 
secure half of the £80,000 
needed.  Generous donations 
from villagers have been 
received recently.  If you would 
like to donate to the new play 
area, please get in touch. 

Diary dates 

Christmas Tree Lighting and 
Christmas Carols 
4 December - either meet us 
on Church Plain (to process to 
the Village Green) at 3.45 pm 
or at the Village Green (Father 
Christmas will be visiting)! 

Village Litter Pick  
29 April, 10 am, Village Green 
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tendency to rebel, his dedication, his conscientiousness, 
his sense of humour and his generosity. 
The floodlight atop Mattishall church tower inspired by 
him became affectionately known as "Fred's candle" - a 
reminder of a man who was a shining example of a public 
servant.   May he rest in peace.  Richard Norton 

Did you attend the Remembrance 
Day service? 
You might remember the first Remembrance Day Service 
held in November 2014 when we unveiled the new war 
memorial, a fitting tribute to Mattishall men who gave 
their lives in the two world wars.  A good crowd came 
along to the Village Green to attend the annual service on 
Sunday 13 November.   

Unfortunately, the war memorial has suffered some 
vandalism in recent months - we have found several of 
the spikes on the chimneys broken and glass smashed.  
The damage has been reported to the Police - please 
contact us (or the Police) if you see any suspicious 
behaviour at the war memorial. 

Introducing David Piper 
David has just joined the Parish Council.  He is new to the 
village but is clearly community-minded.  He has also 
become a trustee of the 
Barlow Charity and a 
member of the play area 
committee.  He has been a 
Parish Councillor in Essex so 
we are hoping he’ll hit the 
ground running!  Read more 
about David on our website. 

AND FINALLY… Thank you 
to the group of villagers who 
came along to the September litter pick.
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Your Parish Council 

Richard Norton     850262 

Robert Bridge     858150  

Liz Hunton       850491 

Mike Nunn       850132 

David Piper      422061 

John Rockliff      858774 

Janice Smith      690263 

Richard Turner     858084 

Luisa Cantera (Clerk)  858786 

We have one vacancy on the 
council so if you would be 
interested in becoming a 
councillor, contact the Clerk. 

Our District Councillors: We 
have two district councillors: 
Pablo Dimoglou and Paul 
Claussen.   

Parish Council meetings: We 
meet one evening a month at the 
Memorial Hall, South Green. If 
you have never attended a 
meeting before why not come to 
our next meeting?  Dates are 
displayed on our website and 
village noticeboards. 

Details of our meeting dates, 
minutes, copies of documents 
and forthcoming events can be 
found on the website. 

Grants 

We are able to award small 
grants to village organisations.  
Details on the application 
process can be found on our 
website in the Finance & Grants 
section or contact the Clerk.  The 
deadline is 23 December. 
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