
Meeting Minutes 
Mattishall Parish Council  
Monday 31 July 2017 at 7pm, Memorial Hall 

Parish Councillors present: Richard Norton (Chairman), Hannah Farrier-Dutton, Michael Nunn, 
David Piper, John Rockliff, Janice Smith (Vice-Chairman) and Richard Turner.  Also in 
attendance: Luisa Cantera (Parish Clerk), District Councillor, Pablo Dimoglou (items 6-13), and 
four members of the public. 

1 Apologies for absence 

 Apologies were received and accepted from Parish Councillor, Robert Bridge.  District  
 Councillor, Paul Claussen, sent his apologies.  
 
2 Members’ declarations of interest in items on the agenda 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

3 Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 3 July 2017 

 The minutes of the meeting were signed by the Chairman as a correct record without  
 amendment.  

4 Progress on items not on the agenda from the above meeting  
  

The Clerk gave a summary of her report.  It is available to read on the website. 

5 Open forum for public participation 

Two residents who live close to the new play area spoke in favour of erecting a 6ft  
fence along the garden area between houses and the play area.  They have spoken 
with neighbours who are also keen for fencing to be erected to provide a screening 
between the play area and the housing.  The residents asked that the table tennis 
table, due to be installed shortly, is sited on the village green in full sight to reduce the 
likelihood of any anti-social behaviour. 

6 Speaker, Mr Paul LeGrice from Abel Homes, to discuss the options for who will  
 take responsibility for the open spaces at the Cedar Rise housing development 

Mr LeGrice explained that once the development is complete either the Parish Council 
or a management company will take on the responsibility of the maintenance of the 
open spaces at the site.  If the Parish Council manages the space, a negotiated 
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‘commuted sum’ is offered for management for a 10-year period.  After this, it is 
expected that the Parish Council precepts for the amount needed.  Abel Homes plans 
to launch the site for sale in early 2018.  The maintenance contract will start late 2018/
early 2019 once all of the homes are sold.  The Parish Council decided that it will look 
into how much the maintenance would cost per year and discuss the options at the 
October Council meeting. 

7  To agree whether the Parish Council wishes to consider street lighting at the new 
 Cedar Rise housing development  

  The Clerk explained that Norfolk County Council asked for a decision about whether 
street lighting is wanted at the new development.  Mr LeGrice added that Abel Homes 
were not planning any street lighting.  The Council resolved to not install street 
lighting. 

8 Planning matters 

8.1 Results of applications  
 The application for 50 homes (3PL/2015/0498/O) on land south of Dereham Road was 
 refused at Breckland Council’s planning committee today.  

8.2 New applications – comments to be sent to Breckland Council 
3PL/2017/0806/HOU - Mr Simon Armes, Willow Lodge, Willow Close - Erection of 8ft 
high fence to rear boundary of Willow Close: No objection. 

3PL/2017/0743/VAR - Mr Graham Pratt, Apple Dale Cottage, Mill Road - Amendment to 
3PL/2014/0288/F - Reduce to single storey: No objection with the suggestion that there 
is a restriction to ensure it is only for use of the householder. 

3PL/2017/0834/VAR - Mr C Hearn, Ash Tree Barn, Watercress Lane - Variation of 
condition 3 on 3PL/2016/1073/O - Design and Fenestration Changes (Extension and 
change of use of outbuilding to residential): No objection. 

8.3 Neighbourhood Plan - To agree the next course of action in light of decision by  
 the Breckland Council’s legal team not to make suggested changes to the plan 

 The Council resolved to allow the Neighbourhood Plan to go to referendum. 
  
9 Update from the Barlow Charity 

Mr Rockliff reported that the houses at Old School Green have now been painted.   

10 Updates from individual council members 

Dr Piper and Mr Nunn attended a recent meeting of local parishes relating to the plans 
for dualling the A47 between North Tuddenham and Honingham.  From initial 
discussions, Mattishall Parish Council favoured option 2 however during the meeting 
other parishes favoured option 3 and convinced the Mattishall councillors of option 3’s 
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merits.  Option 3 allows the existing A47 to be used for local traffic.  Highways England 
will announce the decision shortly. 

The Chairman asked that Konect is written to regarding buses waiting at the bus stop 
opposite the Post Office when they are running ahead of time. 

11 Update on the dismantling of the old play area 

The Clerk explained that the selected contractor will dismantle and remove the 
equipment in mid-August.  Several people will be taking the surplus shingle during 
August.   

12 Agreement on a councillor to attend the official unveiling of the Youth Football  
 Club container (purchased with a grant from the Parish Council) 

Mrs Smith agreed to attend the unveiling and suggested 9 September.  The Clerk will 
liaise with the Football Club.  

13 Play Area Project 

13.1  Update on project and recent event 
 The Clerk gave a brief update.  The recent Groove on the Green event was well  
 attended and raised £217 towards the play area project.   The committee was thanked  
 for organising such a successful event. 

13.2 Positioning of the table tennis table 
Some councillors and the Clerk visited the Village Green to see if the table tennis table 
would be a better home than the gym area.  The space between the picnic table and 
the bench close to the front of the green was identified.  The Council resolved to install 
the table tennis table on the Village Green. 

13.3 Play area finances 
The Clerk provided an update.  Although the play area is already in use, some further 
items from the project fund are still to be purchased, such as a plaque to recognise 
donators, bike rack/s, fencing, and an additional sign for the second entrance.  

13.4 Play area inspection report 
The inspection was undertaken prior to the play area opening on 22 July.  It 
highlighted a few minor issues which are being dealt with by the contractor. 

13.5 Second sign for the play area 
There is a sign at the roadside entrance and it was suggested that a second sign is 
necessary (to include no ball games) to be located at the carpark entrance gate.  The 
Council resolved to purchase the sign from Playdale. 
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13.6 Fencing for play area 

The Clerk sought three quotations from contractors for new fencing on the edge of the 
play area.  Two quotations were received.  The Council resolved to award the work to 
Mansfield Fencing.  The work will be carried out during August. 

13.7 Consideration of a bike rack 
There was considerable discussion about whether a bike rack would be beneficial at 
the new play area.  Some children are riding bikes in the play area, others are arriving 
on bikes and leaving them on the bank or against the railings outside the play area.  It 
was decided that the cost of a bike rack needs to be researched.  Dr Piper will present 
prices at the September meeting. 

14 Discussion regarding the replacement of the Christmas Tree socket on the Village 
 Green   

Mr Nunn explained that the socket for the Christmas Tree needs to be replaced.  Mr 
Nunn and Mr Turner agreed to approach steel fabricators for costings.   

15  Discussion regarding whether to purchase ‘Slow down in our village’ wheelie bin 
 stickers 

   
  Local councils have been asked by the Police if they wish to purchase the stickers at £1 

 each.  They should be displayed on home wheelie bins (not permanently displayed at  
 the roadside).  The Council resolved to purchase 200 stickers.  

16  Finance 

16.1 Discussion on whether to pay for a recent eye test for the Parish Clerk 
  The Clerk explained that she had an eye test during July and asked whether the  

 Council would be willing to cover the cost as she uses a laptop for her work.  The  
 Council resolved to reimburse the Clerk (£25) for the eye test. 

16.2 Payment of accounts list 
 The Council resolved to approve the payments list (refer to final page). 

17  Correspondence 

The correspondence was available for councillors to read. 

18 Items for press release 

 There were no items for press release. 
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19 Items for the next meeting agenda (4 September 2017) 

 No items were raised.  The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 

*Payments will be made on 28 August  **Invoice paid on 17 July 2017 (pre-approved at 5 June meeting)

Payment of accounts list - approved at item 16.2

Payment to Description Payment

Playdale Playgrounds** Phase 1 play area 47.5% payment £34,096.20

Playdale Playgrounds** Phase 2 play area 47.5% payment £5,130.00

Mr D Jenkins Handyman payment for July £173.75

Total Gas & Power Electricity supply at Village Green £12.14

Easiprint Banner for Groove on Green event £48.00

TTSR Ltd Grass and hedge cutting for July 2017 £451.55

Glasdon UK Dog bin £103.82

David Bracey Play Safety Inspection of new play area £300.00

Anglian Water Water for Allotments & Cemetery £13.06

Mattishall Community Car Scheme Contribution towards scheme for April to June 2017 £252.40

John Rockliff Councillor reimbursement - Padlocks for play area £34.82

Nigel Ford (Milestone Society) Grant towards painting of two milestones (S137) £40.00

UK Table Tennis Tables Outdoor table tennis table £1,479.60

UK Table Tennis Tables Anchorage kit for table tennis table £130.80

The Anglia Sign Casting Company Plaque for play area £300.76

Sprowston Decorators Exterior work to wall at end of play area £110.00

Mattishall PCC Hire of room for Groove on Green event £7.00

Mattishall Memorial Hall Hall hire for council meetings: 1 year to March 2018 £204.00

Clerk’s pay and expenses

August net pay* £926.44

HMRC for tax & NI* £88.77

Norfolk Pension Fund* £276.49

Telephone for July £13.00

Mileage to Carrow Road (Conference attendance) £15.30

Reimbursement for eye test £25.00

Total payments £44,232.90
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